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IO MaZ PG 2019, aU UIF aHF PG 52, I XaT accFQUFd UP UIF EMJ WIJUOFZ TUVdFOU QSPHSaN aU

YaMF UOJWFSTJUZ.

I aN UIF PMdFTU GSFTINaO JO UIF cMaTT PG 2023. BFGPSF I XaT accFQUFd, I dJdO’U SFaMMZ LOPX

XIaU UP FYQFcU. I Iad TFFO UIF JOGaNPVT YPVTVbF WJdFP PG TUVdFOUT TcSFaNJOH aU a

GacVMUZ NFNbFS. I Iad TFFO UIF OFXT TUPSJFT SFHaSdJOH UIF adNJTTJPOT TcaOdaM aOd UIaU

YaMF XaT JOcMVdFd JO UIaU VOGPSUVOaUF bVTJOFTT. I Iad aMTP IFaSd UIF TUVdFOUT aU YaMF

SFGFSSFd UP aT aTOPXGMaLFTe JO WaSJPVT TPcJaM NFdJa dVNQTUFST aOd PccaTJPOaMMZ I’d TFFO

SFGFSFOcFT UP IWZ LFaHVF TUVdFOUT aT TOPXGMaLFT JO a GFX OFXT TPVScFT.

I TIPVMd HJWF a bJU PG bacLHSPVOd JOGPSNaUJPO. I XaT aO VOJNQSFTTJWF aOd dJGGJcVMU

TUVdFOU JO QVbMJc TcIPPMT. I KPJOFd UIF NJMJUaSZ aU 17 aOd TQFOU cMPTF UP 26 ZFaST JO UIF US

NaWZ. I XaT aTTJHOFd, GPS 22 PG UIPTF ZFaST UP NaWaM SQFcJaM WaSGaSF CPNNaOdT. I XFOU

UISPVHI SEAL USaJOJOH UXJcF, RVJU UIF GJSTU UJNF aOd baSFMZ NadF JU UIF TFcPOd UJNF. I dJd

NVMUJQMF dFQMPZNFOUT aOd XaT XPVOdFd JO cPNbaU JO 2009 PO a NJTTJPO UP SFTcVF aO

ANFSJcaO IPTUaHF.

EWFSZ TJOHMF daZ I XFOU UP XPSL XJUI NVcI bFUUFS IVNaOT UIaO NZTFMG. I XaT bSPVHIU UP a

IJHIFS MFWFM PG FYJTUFOcF bFcaVTF UIF TUaOdaSdT XFSF IJHI aOd POF OFFdFd UP FaSO UIFJS

TMPU, UIFJS NFNbFSTIJQ JO UIF VOJU. TIJT XaTO’U a POF-UJNF dFaM. EWFSZ UJNF ZPV TIPXFd

VQ GPS XPSL, ZPV OFFdFd UP QSPWF ZPVS XPSUI.

TIF WFUUJOH QSPcFTT JT dJGGJcVMU aOd UIF QFScFOUaHFT PG UIPTF XIP USZ PVU GPS TQFcJaM

PQFSaUJPOT VOJUT aOd NaLF JU UISPVHI UIF TcSFFOJOH JT WFSZ MPX.

IO aO Pdd QaSaMMFM, I GFFM, JO TQJUF PG NZ TIPSU UJNF IFSF, UIF TaNF abPVU YaMF.

AGUFS SFcFJWJOH NZ accFQUaOcF FNaJM aOd SFUVSOJOH UP cPOTcJPVTOFTT, I dFcJdFd UP NPWF

UP CPOOFcUJcVU aOd dP NZ bFTU JO UIJT OFX FOWJSPONFOU. MaOZ QFPQMF IaWF aTLFd NF

XIZ I XaOU UP aUUFOd cPMMFHF aU 52, aOd XIZ aU aO IWZ LFaHVF JOTUJUVUJPO MJLF YaMF? I cPVMd

IaWF FaTJMZ TUaZFd JO VJSHJOJa aOd aUUFOdFd a cPNNVOJUZ cPMMFHF cMPTF UP NZ IPNF. WFMM,



baTed PO NZ VQbSJOgJOg JO Uhe NJMJUaSZ, I aTTPcJaUed dJffJcVMU WeUUJOg QSPceTT’ XJUh RVaMJUZ

aOd PQQPSUVOJUZ. I XaT cPSSecU JO UhaU gVeTT. MPSe JNQPSUaOUMZ UhPVgh, I TJNQMZ XaOU UP

be a beUUeS hVNaO beJOg. I feeM MJLe geUUJOg a XPSMd cMaTT edVcaUJPO aU aO aNa[JOg

JOTUJUVUJPO MJLe YaMe XJMM heMQ Ne Seach UhaU gPaM. ASe UheSe PUheS QMaceT UP geU a gSeaU

edVcaUJPO? Of cPVSTe, bVU I chPTe YaMe.

MZ fJSTU cMaTT Pf Uhe TeNeTUeS XaT abTPMVUeMZ UeSSJfZJOg. I dPO’U LOPX Jf JU XaT TP fPS Uhe

LJdT JO NZ cMaTT, bVU JU daNO TVSe XaT fPS Ne. IU XaT a MJUeSaUVSe TeNJOaS XJUh Uhe

aNa[JOg SUeSMJOg PSPfeTTPS Pf CPNQaSaUJWe LJUeSaUVSe, PSPfeTTPS DaWJd QVJOU. He JT aO

aNa[JOg hVNaO JO UhaU he haT dedJcaUed hJT MJfe UP MJUeSaUVSe, aOd he LOPXT XhaU he JT

UaMLJOg abPVU. The dJTcVTTJPO XaT ceOUeSed aSPVOd Uhe IMJad. I had Sead a bJU Pf Uhe IMJad

JO Uhe NJddMe QaSU Pf NZ NJMJUaSZ caSeeS aOd decJdedMZ dJdO’U geU JU. LJTUeOJOg UP PSPfeTTPS

QVJOU deNPOTUSaUed eYacUMZ hPX NVch I dJdO’U ageU JU.e The PUheS TUVdeOUT MPPLed MJLe

chJMdSeO UP Ne. HeMM, UheZ aSe chJMdSeO, bVU XheO UheZ TQeaL, aOd TPNe Pf UheN TQeaL

eOgMJTh aT UheJS TecPOd MaOgVage, UheZ TPVOd MJLe WeSZ XeMM-TQPLeO adVMUT. MZ NaWZ

JTTVed gSadVaUe degSee JO cVTTJOg XaTO’U gPJOg UP heMQ Ne PVU heSe. TheTe ZPVOg

TUVdeOUT had a gPPd gSaTQ Pf Uhe MJUeSaUVSe aOd aMUhPVgh UheZ MacLed NVch eYQeSJeOce UP

bPVOce JU Pff Pf, UheZ XeSe ceSUaJOMZ aaMM JOe PO USZJOg UP fJgVSe PVU JUT VOdeSMZJOg

NeaOJOg.

AU POe QPJOU, I TaJd; aheZ, I’N KVTU aO PMd gVZ TJUUJOg heSe XJUh a bVOch Pf TNaSU QePQMe,

bVU I UhJOLf.e AOd UheZ aMM TNJMed, TPNe Pf UheN OeSWPVTMZ becaVTe I XaT eTTeOUJaMMZ aO

aMJeO. I XaT aO PMd dVde XJUh UaUUPPT aMM PWeS hJT aSNT, aOd a DVUch SheQheSd TeSWJce DPg

bSaOdJThJOg a TVbdVed ANeSJcaO fMag QaUch PO heS haSOeTT, TJUUJOg OeYU UP hJN. PSPfeTTPS

QVJOU MaUeS aQQSPached Ne aOd TaJd aheZ, dPO’U dPXOQMaZ ZPVS JOUeMMJgeOce. YPV aSe

TNaSU aT XeMM.e

I UhPVghU, I’We gPU hJN fPPMed! TVSOT PVU I dJdO’U fPPM hJN aU aMM XheO I UVSOed JO NZ fJSTU

QaQeS, bVU UhaU JT aOPUheS TUPSZ fPS aOPUheS UJNe.

AfUeS a feX cMaTTeT, I TUaSUed UP geU UP LOPX TPNe Pf NZ cMaTTNaUeT. Each Pf UheN JT a

cPNQeMMJOg hVNaO XhP, JO TQJUe Pf UheJS ZPVUh, aSe RVJUe TeSJPVT abPVU geUUJOg UhJOgT

dPOe.

OOe ZPVOg XPNaO Nade a WeSZ bJg JNQacU PO Ne. She aQQSPached Ne afUeS cMaTT POe

daZ aOd TaJd; aI aN SeaMMZ gMad I caO be heSe aU YaMe aOd be JO cMaTT XJUh ZPV. MZ

gSaOdfaUheS caNe UP YaMe aOd XheO WWII TUaSUed, he MefU fPS Uhe NaWZ aOd fMeX QMaOeT JO

Uhe PacJfJc UheaUeS. AfUeS he caNe hPNe, he caNe bacL UP YaMe, bVU he cPVMdO’U fJOJTh. He



MPcked hiNTeMf iO hiT SPPN aOd dSaOk aOd eWeOUVaMMZ had UP MeaWe, TP I feeM Mike I aN

heMQiOg hiN fiOiTh heSe aU YaMe aOd I’N dPiOg iU XiUh a WeUeSaO, ZPV.e

I XaT TVSQSiTed aOd RViUe eNPUiPOaM. EYceQUiPOaMMZ eNPUiPOaM. She XeOU PO; aI caO TeOd

ZPV a QhPUP Pf hiN!e aOd I UPMd heS I XPVMd MPWe POe. ThaU eWeOiOg The TeOU Ne UhiT QhPUP

Pf heS gSaOdfaUheS.

I VTed UP Sead TUPSieT abPVU NeO Mike hiN aOd UheZ aSe heSPeT UP Ne. CMeaSMZ heS

gSaOdfaUheS iT a heSP UP heS aT XeMM, aOd The iT gPiOg UP Nake hiN RViUe QSPVd. ThiT

cPOOecUiPO XiUh a WWII WeU UhSPVgh hiT aNa[iOg gSaOddaVghUeS iT a gifU. OOe Pf NaOZ I

SeceiWe PO aO aMNPTU daiMZ baTiT iO UhiT aNa[iOg iOTUiUVUiPO. I UhiOk iU’T XPSUh UakiOg a

NPNeOU heSe aOd ackOPXMedgiOg UhaU UhiT UhiOg Xe OPX caMM aPTSDe haT aMXaZT beeO

aSPVOd aOd TPNe Pf VT WeUeSaOT eTcaQe iU XhiMe PUheST, Mike Ne aOd MikeMZ UhiT geOU iO Uhe

aiSQMaOe, feMU Uhe TUiOg Pf iU.

OOe daZ iO aOPUheS MiU cMaTT, I bSPVghU VQ a bPPk I’d Sead a MPOg UiNe agP caMMed aTaYi

DSiWeS WiTdPNe bZ RiTa MickeObeSg, JPaOOe DVgaO aOd BSiaO Lee HVgheT.



AfUeS UIaU cMaTT a cPVQMe Pf UIe TUVdeOUT aQQSPacIed Ne aOd eYQMaJOed UIaU UIeJS dadT

XeSe cabbJeT XIeO UIeZ fJSTU caNe UP UIe UOJUed SUaUeT, aOd UIaU UIeJS faUIeST Iad UPMd

UIeN UIaU UIe UIJOgT UIeZ TPNeUJNeT IeaSd fSPN QePQMe JO UIeJS cabT XeSe aNa[JOg.

TIJOL abPVU UIaU fPS a TecPOd. TIeTe TUVdeOUT aSe fJSTU geOeSaUJPO ANeSJcaOT. TIeJS

faUIeST JNNJgSaUed UP UIJT cPVOUSZ aOd TUaSUed PVU bZ beJOg UaYJ dSJWeST. NPX, UIeJS

cIJMdSeO aSe aUUeOdJOg cPMMege aU YaMe UOJWeSTJUZ. I’N a QaUSJPUJc NaO aOd UIPTe aSe UIe

TUPSJeT UIaU IeMQ Ne VOdeSTUaOd IPX, JO TQJUe Pf UIe TeeNJOgMZ eOdMeTT TUSeaN Pf

OegaUJWJUZ TVSSPVOdJOg JU, UIe ANeSJcaO DSeaN JT TUJMM aMJWe aOd LJcLJOg. IU NaLeT NZ

IeaSU TJOg eWeSZ UJNe I Tee UIPTe LJdT.

LeU Ne addSeTT UIJT aTOPXfMaLee UIJOg. AccPSdJOg UP UIe aUSbaO DJcUJPOaSZe a

aTOPXfMaLee JT a aUeSN fPS TPNePOe UIaU UIJOLT UIeZ aSe VOJRVe aOd TQecJaM, bVU SeaMMZ aSe

OPU. IU gaJOed QPQVMaSJUZ afUeS UIe NPWJe aFJgIU CMVbe fSPN UIe RVPUe aYPV aSe OPU

TQecJaM. YPV’Se OPU a beaVUJfVM aOd VOJRVe TOPXfMaLe. YPV’Se UIe TaNe decaZJOg PSgaOJc

NaUUeS aT eWeSZUIJOg eMTe.e

I IeaS UIe UeSN PccaTJPOaMMZ fSPN bVddJeT Pf NJOe XIP I MPWe, UIeZ TaZ UIJOgT MJLe; aIPX

aSe UIJOgT VQ UIeSe XJUI UIe MJbeSaM TOPXfMaLeT?e

LeU Ne aTTVSe ZPV, I IaWe OPU NeU POe LJd XIP fJUT UIaU deTcSJQUJPO. NPOe Pf UIe LJdT I’We

NeU TeeN UP UIJOL UIaU UIeZ aSe aTQecJaMe aOZ NPSe UIaO aOZ PUIeS 18–22-ZeaS-PMd. TIeTe

LJdT XPSL UIeJS aTTeTT Pff. I IaWe aTLed a cPVQMe Pf UIeN UP IeMQ Ne XJUI NZ XSJUJOg. OOe

ZPVOg XPNaO WPMVOUeeSed UP IeMQ Ne bZ QSPPf-SeadJOg NZ aQSPTee aOd, fPS UIe SecPSd, I

beMJeWe TIe XJMM be UIe PSeTJdeOU TPNedaZ. I SeceOUMZ MJTUeOed XIJMe POe Pf NZ cMPTeS QaMT,

a LJd fSPN PPSUMaOd, OSegPO, UaMLed UP Ne abPVU UIe beaVUZ Pf UIJT JOTaOe NaUIeNaUJcT

QSPbMeN TeU Ie JT XPSLJOg PO. TIeSe JT a ZPVOg NaO JO PVS gSPVQ XIP gSeX VQ JO AMaTLa

XPSLJOg PO fJTIJOg bPaUT fSPN a ZPVOg age aOd XIP QMaZT UIe ceMMP. TIeSe JT aO

eYceQUJPOaM ZPVOg XPNaO fSPN CIJcagP XIP XSPUe a QJece fPS UIe YaMe DaJMZ OeXT

eYQSeTTJOg UIe JNQPSUaOce Pf QVbMJc deNPOTUSaUJPOT JO UIe MJgIU Pf a SeceOU QPMJce

TIPPUJOg. SIe aOd I aSe QPMaS PQQPTJUeT. I aN UIe aQaUSJaScIZe aU fJSTU gMaOce, aOd TIe JT a

ZPVOg bMacL XPNaO XIP JT LeeO PO QVbMJc QSPUeTUT. NPU UIe UZQe Pf TPVM I geOeSaMMZ fJOd

NZTeMf JO a cPOWeSTaUJPO XJUI. We cPNe fSPN dJffeSeOU XPSMdT aOd ZeU Xe bPUI Sead

cMaTTJc XPSLT XJUI PQeO IeaSUT aOd NJOdT.

We SeceOUMZ NeU XJUI a QSPNJOeOU XSJUeS fSPN a UIJOL UaOL XIP JT SeTeaScIJOg UIe TUaUe

Pf UIe IVNaOJUJeT JO UIe VOJWeSTJUZ TeUUJOg. TIeSe XeSe fPVS Pf VT TUVdeOUT, UXP PUIeS

ZPVOg NeO, UIe ZPVOg XPNaO fSPN CIJcagP, aOd Ne, UIe PMd gVZ. AT UIe ZPVOgeS

TUVdeOUT TUaSUed UP eYQSeTT UIeJS UIPVgIUT, UIe ZPVOg XPNaO (USVMZ a VOJcPSO Pf a



hVNaO) VTed Uhe XPSd aTafe TQacee aOd iU hiU Ne fPScefVMMZ. I cPNe fSPN a QMace XheSe

XheO I heaS UhaU UeSN, I SPMM NZ eZeT iOUP Uhe bacL Pf NZ WacaOU TLVMM aOd MaVgh fSPN Uhe

bPUUPN Pf NZ QPUbeMMZ. ThiT UiNe, I XaT MiUeSaMMZ iO ThPcL. IU hiU Ne UhaU XhaU I UhPVghU a

aTafe TQacee NeaOU, XaT OPU accVSaUe. ThiT ZPVOg XPNaO, Uhe POe XhP VTed Uhe QhSaTe,

aSafe SQacee iTO’U TcaSed Pf aOZUhiOg. She iT a Mife-fPSce Pf gPPdOeTT aOd TUSeOgUh. She

dPeTO’U Oeed aOZPOe UP QSPWide a cPNfPSUabMe eOWiSPONeOU fPS heS. WhaU The NeaOU bZ

aTafe TQacee XaT UhaU The XaT haQQZ UP be iO aO eOWiSPONeOU XheSe difficVMU TVbKecUT caO

be diTcVTTed PQeOMZ, XiUhPVU Uhe SiTL Pf disrespect or harsh jVdgement. ThiT XPSLT

bPUh XaZT. WhaU I NeaO iT, UhiT ZPVOg XPNaO XaT cPNfPSUabMe, iO UhiT UOiWeSTiUZ

TeUUiOg, XSeTUMiOg XiUh UhiOgT MiLe Uhe ASiTUPUeMiaO idea Pf TPNe hVNaOT beiOg bPSO aT

aOaUVSaM TMaWeT.e She XaT RViUe cPNfPSUabMe iO UhaU TQace. The RVeTUiPO XaT, hPX

cPNfPSUabMe XaT Uhe 52-ZeaS-PMd XhiUe gVZ iO UhaU diTcVTTiPO? Did iU NaLe Ne

VOcPNfPSUabMe? YeT. I’N gSaUefVM fPS Uhe diTcPNfPSU. ThiOLiOg abPVU UhiOgT I dPO’U

VOdeSTUaOd PS haWe, fPS NPTU Pf NZ Mife, XSiUUeO Pff, iT a gPPd UhiOg.

BeiOg VOcPNfPSUabMe iT KEY iO UhiT XPSMd Pf PVST. NPU aMUPgeUheS diffeSeOU fSPN Uhe XPSMd

Pf TQeciaM PQeSaUiPOT, XheSe Uhe XPSL OeedT UP be dPOe, SegaSdMeTT Pf XeaUheS PS

QeSTPOaM feeMiOgT. The cMiNaUe iO UhiT edVcaUiPOaM iOTUiUVUiPO iT POe XheSe NPTU TUVdeOUT

VOdeSTUaOd UhaU UheSe HAS UP be a QMace XheSe QePQMe caO aTTaVMU ideaT PQeOMZ aOd

diTcVTT UheN WigPSPVTMZ aOd SeTQecUfVMMZ iO PSdeS UP iNQSPWe Uhe TUaUe Pf hVNaOiUZ. I’MM

caMM UhaU a aTafe TQacee aOd I’N gMad UhPTe QMaceT eYiTU.

HeSe iO Uhe aDiSecUed SUVdieTe QSPgSaN, iOTUead Pf aUVOiOg iOe UP PVS faWPSiUe TeMf-

cPOfiSNiOg aOeXTe TPVSce, Xe aSe giWeO a UiNeMeTT UeYU XiUh heaWZ ideaT aOd UheO Xe

UhSPX UheN PVU PO Uhe fMPPS aOd diTcVTT UheN XiUh QePQMe XhP haWe, aT I NeOUiPOed

eaSMieS, Nade UheTe XPSLT aOd UheiS NeaOiOg, UheiS WPcaUiPO.

IO NZ PQiOiPO, Uhe SeaM TOPXfMaLeT aSe Uhe QePQMe XhP aSe afSaid Pf UhaU TiUVaUiPO. The

QPPS TPVMT XhP OeWeS UaLe Uhe PQQPSUVOiUZ UP diTcVTT ideaT iO a gSPVQ Pf QePQMe XhP XiMM

WeSZ MiLeMZ SeTQecUfVMMZ diTagSee XiUh UheN. I chaMMeOge aOZ Pf ZPV hZQeS-PQiOiPOaUed

[eaMPUT PVU UheSe UP acUVaMMZ TiU dPXO XiUh a gSPVQ Pf QePQMe XhP diTagSee XiUh ZPV aOd

be PQeO UP haWiOg ZPVS NiOd chaOged. I’N OPU UaMLiOg abPVU TVbNiUUiOg ZPVS deeQMZ heMd

beMiefT UP ZPVS UXiUUeS/facebPPL/iOTUagSaN feedT fPS agSeeNeOU fSPN UhPTe XhP afPMMPXe

ZPV. ThaU VOSeaM aTafe TQacee XheSe Uhe accPVOUabiMiUZ fPS POeT XPSdT iT eTTeOUiaMMZ OVMM.

I haWe TVSe had NZ NiOd chaOged heSe aU YaMe. TP Ne UheSe iT OP diThPOPS iO beiOg

XSPOg aOd MeaSOiOg. TheSe iT diThPOPS iO XiMMfVM igOPSaOce aOd there is dishonor in

disrespect.



On WeUeSan’T daZ, UheSe XaT a gSeaU Tcene Pn cSPTT camQVT. A bVnch Pf AmeSican flagT

had been Qlaced UheSe and I TUPQQed Pn mZ mPSning Xalk UP claTT and UPPk QhPUPT Pf mZ

dPg in fSPnU Pf Uhem and TenU Uhem UP mZ fSiendT. LaUeS aU TPme QPinU dVSing Uhe daZ, a

ZPVng TUVdenU Qlaced a glPWe XiUh Sed QainU Pn iU Pn Pne Pf Uhe flagT aT The XanUed UP

demPnTUSaUe heS diTQleaTVSe XiUh TPmeUhingfI’m nPU RViUe TVSe XhaU.

ThaU Tame afUeSnPPn, TPme Pf mZ fellPX TUVdenUT fSPm aDiSecUed SUVdieT,e afUeS a

lecUVSe, gaWe me UhiT:

IU iT a caSd Uhanking me fPS mZ TeSWice UP PVS naUiPn. I XaT hVmbled and ama[ed.

TheTe haSdXPSking kidT aSe WeSZ kind and UhPVghUfVl. A faS cSZ fSPm Uhe QicUVSe UhaU iT

PfUen QainUed Pf Uhem.

One Pf mZ PSPfeTTPST, a PSPfeTTPS Pf PhilPTPQhZ, UPld me Pnce aa gPPd leadeS iT a bSidge

bVildeS.e PSPfeTTPS DaWid ChaSleT iT a man XhP haT been Ueaching bSighU ZPVng QePQle

and TPme TlPX and Pld PneT like me, Uhe mPTU difficVlU TVbjecU fPS me, aU OYfPSd and nPX

Yale. He’T been dPing UhiT fPS PWeS 30 ZeaST. He iT eYUSemelZ hVmble and WeSZ kind, in

addiUiPn UP being bSillianU. I’m mPUiWaUed bZ hiT XPSdT and I XanU UP bVild bSidgeT and



lead, iO TPNe TNall XaZ, a OeX cPOWeSTaUiPO XheSe Xe TUPQ QPiOUiOg PVU Uhe QeSceiWed

diffeSeOceT iO each PUheS, PS UhiT gSPVQ WT UhaU gSPVQ, aOd TUaSU QPiOUiOg PVU TiNilaSiUieT.

We dPO’U Oeed NPSe cPOdeTceOdiOg fSicUiPO iO hVNaOiUZ. We Oeed leTT. OOe TUeQ iO Uhe

diSecUiPO Pf leTT TPcieUal fSicUiPO iT UP Teek cPNNPOaliUieT. AOPUheS TUeQ, aOd POe UhaU iT

TPSelZ Oeeded, iT reTpecU.

Now before you think I’m preaching, please know that I come from a place where I

was distinctly the opposite of this ideal. I lPPked fPS SeaTPOT UP diTSegaSd Uhe PQiOiPOT

Pf UhPTe I didO’U SeTQecU. I diTcPVOUed Uhe ideaT Pf QePQle I felU like hadO’U eaSOed Uhe

SighU UP ThaSe XhaU XaT iO UheiS NiOd. PaSUicVlaSlZ XheO iU caNe UP OaUiPOal TecVSiUZ

iTTVeT, I felU UhaU if ZPV hadO’U UakeO a gVO iOUP cPNbaU, I didO’U giWe a daNO XhaU ZPVS

PQiOiPO XaT.

I’d like UP cPVOU UhiT aT NZ fiSTU bSick iO aUUeNQUiOg UP bVild a bSidge beUXeeO Uhe QePQle

heSe aU Yale aOd UhPTe like Ne befPSe I aSSiWed heSe. We Oeed eWeSZPOe XhP giWeT a daNO

abPVU UhiT ANeSicaO eYQeSiNeOU UP cPOUSibVUe aOd Nake iU TVcceed. We hVNaOT haWe

NVch NPSe iO cPNNPO UhaO Xe haWe diffeSeOU. ThaOkT Yale, fPS helQiOg Ne UP becPNe

aO aTQiSiOg bSidge-bVildeS aU Uhe age Pf 52,

IO PVS XelcPNe TQeech aU Uhe begiOOiOg Pf UhiT TeNeTUeS, XiUh all Pf VT FSeThNaO TiUUiOg

iO WPPlTeZ Hall, Ne TiUUiOg OeYU UP aOPUheS WeUeSaO, POe XhP’d TeSWed iO Uhe 82Od

AiSbPSOe, PSeTideOU SalPWeZ Taid;

aThere is so much we do not know. Let us embrace, together, our humility h our

willingness to admit what we have yet to discover. After all, if you knew all the

answers, you would not need Yale. And if humanity knew all the answers, the world

would not need Yale.e

NPX back UP UhaU bSidge. I Oeed UP figVSe PVU hPX UP acUVallZ bVild POe. GPPd UhiOg I’We

fPVOd a Qlace XheSe I caO geU helQ. If UhiT Qlace iT QePQled bZ aTOPXflakeTe I’N QSPVdlZ

POe Pf UheN. I’N a TOPXflake XiUh a QVSQle heaSU.

Peace-
)
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